Summary Report on the Humphreys Peak Ascent
Saturday, June 9, 2007 — near Flagstaff, Arizona

Coordinated by Arizona Call to Prayer along with local Flagstaff leaders

“How | ovely on the mountains are the feedndof him
brings good news of happiness, who announces salvation, and says to Zion, “Your God reign
C Isaiah 52:7

From time to time we have the privilege to participate in something truly remarkable and historically
significant. The Humphreys Peak Ascent to raise the banner of the Lord at the highest point in Arizona
was such an event. Intercessors representing Northern, Central, and Southern Arizona joined together
to hike to the summit of Humphreys Peak. Additional teams were established near the summit at the
sister mountain, Agassiz Peak, and at a Base Camp at Agassiz Lodge.

“We will sing for joy over your victory, and in
¢ Psalm 20:5

The banners and cross at the summit of Humphreys Peak with most of the 27 intercessors representing Northern,
Central, and Southern Arizona who made the ascent on Saturday, June 9, 2007.
Photo by Trina Rajsich

At precisely Noon, a banner proclaiming “Our God Reigns!” on one side, and “Lord of Hosts” on the

other, and a flag displaying simply, “Jesus”, were raised over Arizona. For more than three hours the

summit team worshiped, prayed and interceded for our state, and declared D2 R Q& | caiztiigh2 NR {0 &
The teams near the summit of Agassiz Peak and at the Base Camp also worshiped and prayed over our

state simultaneously.



Photos by Beth Koval
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Most of the participants met and gathered together in Flagstaff the evening before the hike for prayer, a
meal, and a review of all the logistics of this serious ascent to 12,633 feet. The hike would entail a gain
of 3,400 feet elevation over the four and half mile hike (one-way) from the base to the summit. The
hikers would begin the ascent by 7:00am on Saturday morning, June 9. The climb would take from three
hours to upwards of seven hours for some to reach the top. The last mile and a half above the
timberline to the summit is completely exposed to unpredictable weather, high winds and even the
possibility of snow fall in the middle of the summer. As God would have it, the weather could not have
been better. It may prove to be the single best day to have hiked this year. Although just two days
before the climb the winds had reached 109 mph at the top, most of the time during our hike it was
calm, sunny, and very mild. Only occasional gusts of wind reminded us of what could have been
unleashed.

& h y'Hing Kihave noticed in being on this peak during spiritual times is that when the Spirit of the Lord is
near, the atmosphere on that peak is peaceful. By that | mean, not prone to confusion of the mind or odd
disturbances in the weather. | saw that oristhirip and was glad, because it told me that those who
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The last two climbers also brought a

beautiful banner which they raised at the

summit at about 3:00pm. This banner by

Deborah Murphy of Pearce, Arizona was

made of her wedding dress and displayed
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and English.
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on the summit about % mile in the background.

Photo by Hal Sacks.




Along with the banners, a seven-foot cross was planted at the exact highest place of the summit at

12:10pm. The two cross pieces were hauled from just below the timberline a mile hike from the top,
and then roughly hewn and fastened at the summit by Paul Larson of Flagstaff. Wrapped and sealed
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The front of the cross looking west, a close up of the “..For All Mankind..” sign at the top of the cross, and the
cross from the back. The first two photos by Beth Koval, and tast photo byHal Sacks.

At the summit and at each of the other prayer locations, numerous prayers and Bible readings of key
scriptures were offered. A journal sheet was provided to each participant, which included several verses
printed out on the back side, including Psalm 15 and 24 ¢ the* wh o may ascend

L o r ¢a3sdges. In addition, a scribe was assigned to take notes at each of the prayer locations.
Mountaintop verses abound in the Bible and they sprung to life at this momentous time. The initial
focus was personal humility and repentance and the declaration of the authority of God. Prayers from
Psalm 95, Psalm 121, Psalm 24, Matthew 28:18, Revelation 12:10, Isaiah 2:2-3, 2 Chronicles 7:14, Psalm
68, Isaiah 25, Isaiah 35, and many other scriptures were read and prayed.

Psalm 65, particularly verses 9 through 13, is amazingly similar to the legal language of the Arizona state
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motto, with Psalm 65, were affirmed over Arizona.

With an unobstructed view for hundreds of miles in every direction, the Humphreys Peak summit
intercessors faced outward to the north, west, south, and east proclaiming Jesus as Lord over the land.
Prayers were spoken to uncover corruption, Meth suppliers, terrorist plots, pornography, and for men
to arise and take their place as the spiritual heads of their households. The Agassiz Peak prayer team
was also moved to sing the Aaronic benediction over Arizona.

“The Lord bless yo
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Some of the Agassiz Peak prayer team who
rode the Skyride ski lift to this overlook near
the summit.

Photo by Kathleen Graham

There were a few incidents during the hike that also seemed to carry significance. Some of these
incidents bear reporting:

As Paul Larson and myself ascended the final stretch to the top, and while Paul carried the two cross

pieces lashed together over his shoulder, two other hikers not of our group confronted us. As described

byPaulXdL OFyy20( ad2L) aSSAy3a GKS RAARIAY YR f2FGKA
askedmetonol GF1S GKS ONR&aa G2 GKS (2L 0SOFdzaS Al o2
thereafter, the disdainful Y y Qa KA1 Ay 3 B NBZEWSNI d10RRzO0 2 KBS &S LI NI
& 0 | Trenpat one point at the summit, a different man cameuptoud YR &F ARZ &, 2dz | N
the highplaceé 6 A G K (G KS dzya L2 Sy Sdéa | yyeEakothkesthiy@idnfréngd nee n (G K S NB
the trail about a half mile back down from the summit. When he found that we were responsible for

placing the cross at the top, he became angry and said that he was very offended. Though | mentioned

that there were other memorials at the summit, he maintained that this was different, Yhié others were

private, but the cross was an offensive public display.QHe then whirled about and literally stomped back

toward the summit saying that he was going to take the cross down.

The fascinating end to this story is that a little further down the
mountain trail | met a lady and her friend that described this same
man to me and asked if | had seen him. She was his wife and was
worried about him. | was able to tell her where he was, what he was
doing (without explaining why | knew), and that he should be back
to this point in about 45 minutes. Meanwhile, | was waiting for
some of our hikers as well. Sure enough, just after the remainder of
our team arrived, the W2 ¥ F S}r;élﬁfiiﬁéd) and before he noticed
me, announced to his wife that he had hurt hiskneeanR g | &y |
if he could complete the hike down. . @ D2 RQ&a 2WOKS
were then able to actually help the man! We offered to carry his
pack, give him a walking stick, etc.

Paul and Guy planting the cross



One of our hikers, Donna Nelesen, had earlier in the morning given Cheryl Sacks an Ace bandagS & A Yy

O & Batady Cheryl had just arrived to this location in the hike. Hal was able to expertly wrap the Ace
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his wife and their friend resumed their hike downhill, we stopped and prayed for his healing and

salvation. When | passed the man going down the trail a short time later he was sincerely thankful and

could not believe how amazingly well the Ace bandage worked.

[As a side note, we did find out later that the cross had been taken down, but was still intact. Paul and
his wife are planning on returning to raise the cross again soon.]

Paul further noted that the sequence of the confrontations on the mountain is revealing:
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Finally, the angry and bold, “ T hress iscan offense—and I will remove it.”
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tempting spirit in the Garden of Eden. It is displayed in our political, educational, media, entertainment,

and virtually all public arenas today ¢ even influencing and often compromising the Church.
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one can negate the finished work of Christ at the cross. | prayilveontinue to exert our authority
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We concluded our time at the summit by blowing the shofar ¢ the alert and call to arms for the body of
Christ. Later on Saturday, we held a multi-church worship and prayer gathering at Lamb of God Bible
Churchin Flagstaff hosted by Pastor Mike Tenpenny and led by Daniel Brymer and worship team.
Testimonies, prayers and thanksgiving continued along with praise and worship from 6:00pm ¢ 8:00pm.

As has occurred with each Arizona Call to Prayeprayer journey, the activity itself offered the
opportunity for the participants to connect with each other and form strong bonds of friendship.
Several commented on the joy of being together with those from all over Arizona. Following are some
remembrances and insights by participants:
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was as if His oil of gladness was poured out upon us. On the walk down | met several people who were
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“You have given a banner to those who fear You,
¢ Psalm 60:4
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injustice. That a move of His Spirit would begin over these nations, particularly the Hopi and the Navajo.
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of Arizona. | really enjoyed the camaraderie with new friends (members of the family of God), and |
enjoyed the prayer time at the summit. Whil personally concentrated [directed] my praying on

[toward] the Hopi Reservation way off in the distance, | joined in agreement with all the prayers for the

entire state of Arizona. | know many lives were positively impacted, including the irate mavenwteal

to take down the cross. | believe the future of Arizona was altered for the better because of our prayers.
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things unto us. As we were ascending up the mountain God was only showing us glimpses of things to
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restore the things that have fallen. | witipair the broken places; | will restore the ruins and build it as it
used to be so that many will possés& S (G KAy 3a GKIFG NBYFAYy fSad dkKSe R.
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skin in order to hold the new wine that He is allowing to flow down from the mountains that He allowed
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back my exiled people; they will rebuild the ruined citied laze in them. We WM plant vineyards and
drink of the new wine; we will make gardens and eat from fruit there of. He will plant us in this land
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looked, but God is alwing His people to stand on the mountains and to begin to look over this land and
see the dryness and the dead bones and to begin to speak to the dry and desolatedupdiakieswill
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ascended to the mountains as individual groups to proclaim His name on high. But we must not over
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Blacks, Whites and Native Americans together for this has been the group of people over the years of
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images. God will save us from all our sinful backsliding and He will cleanse us, and we will be His people,
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worship [from the Base Camp] with the teams on Humphrg
Peak and Agassiz Peak, we saw clouds take on a distinct pat
They looked like white flames spreading across a blue hea
Sometimes they were closer together, sometimes theye
farther apart. They looked like tongues of fire! This wong
continued for one to two hours across the top of the tree li
and filling the heavens all the way up, touching the sun. Fr
our vantage point, the sensation of being inside a torch tith
flames (clouds) reaching high around the perimeter was
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Both the Base Camp and the Agassiz Peak teams witnesses
distinct cloud formations. tAhe Base Camp, Anna Brymer, ag
10, took the follwing photo with her cell phoneooking up
toward the mountain top The time shownon her cell phone for
the photo was 12:10pm, exactly the same time the cross %8

planted at the summit! Photo by Anna Brymeage 10

G¢KS GAYS 41 & rifigldbut weRlFfelta Bahse lofypiRpose Kibout the day, why we were

doing this together. It was less important where we live or worship, but what was evident is that God is
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which we are standing. By the time we reached the summit, the Father had bound us together in His

love. We rejoiced, prayed, wept, raised bannanslcried out to God together. Is this not a lesson for us

during our seO f f SRR IS f A @S & K1 folug 8 raiger the inaime dizJeksu$ above all our

petty differences and our daily distractions. The prayer at the top igagfisant. | believe it mattered

in the Kingdom. Of equal importance was the drawing together afiduhls called to a specific

purposa to glorify and lift high the living God. | will long remember that day on the trail, each moment
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Among the team at the top of the
Skyride, which took a group near
the summit of Agassiz Peak, were
some young families including seven
year old Joshua Larson. Taking his
own initiative, and like his dad on
nearby Humphreys Peak, he
scrambled to a place on the
mountain face above the group and
planted a small wooden cross of his
own making.

Joshua Larson, age 7, and his cross near
the Agassiz Peak summit.

Photo by Kathleen Graham



Four of our valiant women hikers on the
Humphreys Peak summit - looking toward
Eastern Arizona ¢ (I-r) Stephanie Boardman,
Trina Rajsich, Kim Vallen, and Beth Koval.

Photo by Hal Sacks

Eric Garland, Paul Larson, and Guy Chadwick Hal and CF\eryI Sacks with Guy Chadwick
served as Summit hike co-leaders. offered closing prayers at the summit.
Photo byHal Sacks Photo by Eric Garland
“Get yourself wup on a high mountain, O Zion, bea
Jerusalem, bearer of good news; liftitup,don ot f ear . Say to the cities o
¢ Isaiah 40:9
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The Humphreys Peak prayer ascent was coordinated by Ar i z ona Ca IGly ChHadwickPmvmtray er ' s
oversight by Hal and Cheryl Sacks of Bridge B u i | d erd Arizond Cenlltto’Prayer, in cooperation with
Eric Garland and Paul Larson, both of Flagstaff, as hike co-leaders, and with Pastor Mike Tenpenny and
Lamb of God Bible Church as host for the Saturday evening multi-church gathering and providing
assistance for housing. Jessica Grant of Trinity Heights Methodist Church also provided help in
coordinating the multi-church gathering and housing. In addition, many other intercessors provided

valuable prayer support from throughout Arizona. THANK YOU TO EVERYONE!



